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ABSTRACT 

Fuzzy rough sets are a mathematical concept that combines fuzzy sets and rough 

sets to deal with uncertainty and incompleteness in data and information. In this 

study, different from the definition of Dubois and Prade (1990), the fuzzy rough 

set is defined within the framework of the rough group concept defined by Biswas 

and Nanda (1994), and some of its algebraic properties are discussed. Then, the 

concepts of fuzzy rough subgroup and fuzzy rough normal subgroup are 

introduced in the rough group. In addition, some basic features and examples of 

these concepts are given. 
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1. Introduction 

To deal with vagueness, rough sets, and fuzzy sets are two efficient set theories. Both are generalizations of 

classical sets but have different viewpoints and applications. 

Fuzzy sets are first introduced by Lotfi Zadeh [1], allowing objects to belong to a set or relation to a given degree, 

this is called the degree of membership. Fuzzy sets have been applied to various domains, such as logic, control, 

decision-making, and artificial intelligence. Fuzzy sets allow us to represent linguistic terms such as "a lot", "more or 

less" or "about" with a numerical value. Fuzzy sets have been applied to various mathematical fields. For example, 

fuzzy subgroups were defined and established by Rosenfeld [2]. Then many authors have studied it [3, 4].  

Rough sets introduced by Polish computer scientist Z. Pawlak in [5], provide approximations of concepts in the 

presence of missing information. Although it is a generalization of classical sets, it uses a pair of sets to approximate 

the original set. The lower approximation includes objects that belong to the set, while the upper approximation 

includes objects that probably belong to the set. At the same time, some researchers have applied this theory to 

algebraic structures as well. Some algebraic properties of rough sets were explored by Iwinski [6]. In [7], Kuroki and 

Wang introduced the upper and lower approximations together with normal subgroups in a group. Then, some 

features of upper and lower approximations were studied according to normal subgroups [8-12]. On the other hand, 

in [13] definitions of the notation of rough subgroups and rough groups are given by using only the upper 

approximation. Miao et al. developed the rough group and rough subgroup definitions and offered some new 

characteristics [14]. In [15], the notation of rough semigroup is introduced. Also, Bağırmaz et al. defined the concept 

of the topological rough group [16]. Li et al, separation axioms of topological rough groups are discussed in [17]. 

On the other hand, some researchers have tried to reduce the limitations of equivalence relations in Pawlak 

rough sets in practice. Therefore, many researchers have proposed some general models [18-21]. Later, combining 

rough sets with fuzzy sets, Dubois and Prade [21] introduced the concepts of rough fuzzy sets and rough fuzzy sets. 

From this point of view, some researchers have applied this idea to other areas of mathematics [22-24]. 

This study is regulated as follows. In section 2, basic notations of fuzzy subgroups and rough groups are given. 

In section 3, fuzzy rough subset and (normal) subgroup definitions were made and some important features were 

proved. 

2. Preliminaries 

This section is dedicated to present some definitions and propositions that will form the basis for subsequent 

chapters.  

Definition 2.1. [5] Assume U be a non-empty finite set called universe and R be an equivalence relation on U. 

Then (U, R) is called an approximation space. 

Definition 2.2. [5] Assume U be a universe and R be an equivalence relation on U. We denote the equivalence 

class of object x in R by [x]R. 

Definition 2.3. [5] Assume (U, R) be an approximation space and X be a subset of U. The sets 

(i) X̅ = {x|[x]R ∩ X ≠ ∅}, 

(ii) X = {x|[x]R X} , 

are called upper approximation and lower approximation of X in (U,R), respectively. 

For example, suppose that (U,R) is an approximation space, where U =  {a, b, c, d, e, f} and an equivalence relation 

R with the following equivalence classes: 

 C1 = {a, b},    C2  = {c, e, f}, C3  = {d}. 
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Let A = {a, b, e}. Then A = {a, b} and A̅ = {a, b, c, e, f}.  

Let U be a universe and ‘’*’’ a binary operation defined on U. From now on, ab will be used instead of a*b, for all 

a, b ∈ U, and U denote a universe set in (U,R).  

Definition 2.4. [13] Assume (U,R) be an approximation space and G ⊆ U. Then, G is called a rough group if the 

following properties are satisfied: 

(i) ∀a, b ∈ G, ab ∈ G, 

(ii) Associativity property holds in G 

(iii) ∃e ∈  G, ∀a ∈ G such that ae = ea = a, where e is called the rough identity element of rough group G. 

(iv) ∀a ∈ G, ∃b ∈  G such that ab = ba = e, where b is called the rough inverse element of a in G, it is denoted by 

a⁻¹. 

Definition 2.5. [13] Assume G be a rough group and H ⊆ G . H is called a rough subgroup of G if H is a rough 

group. 

Remark 2.6. [13] Assume G be a rough group. Then, G has only one rough subgroup, which is itself. A necessary 

and sufficient condition for {e} to be a trivial rough subgroup of G is e ∈ G. 

Proposition 2.7. [13] Assume G be a rough group and H ⊆ G. A necessary and sufficient condition for H to be a 

rough subgroup is that: 

(i)   ∀a, b ∈ H, ab ∈ H, 

(ii) ∀a ∈ H, a−1 ∈ H. 

Definition 2.8. [1] Assume U be a non-empty set. A fuzzy subset ϕ of U is a map ϕ: U →  [0,1]. 

Definition 2.9. [3] A fuzzy set ϕ of a group G is called a fuzzy subgroup if, for all a, b ∈ G, 

(i)  ϕ(ab)   ≥   min{ϕ(a), ϕ(b)}, 

(ii)  ϕ(a⁻¹)   ≥  ϕ(a). 

It is well known that a fuzzy subgroup G satisfies ϕ(a) ≤ ϕ(e) and ϕ(a⁻¹) = ϕ(a) for all a ∈ G. 

3. Fuzzy rough subgroups 

In this part, a fuzzy rough (sub) set and a fuzzy rough (normal) subgroup of rough groups are defined. In addition, 

some important properties were proved and an example was given. 

Definition 3.1. Assume G be a non-empty subset of U. A fuzzy rough set ϕ of G is a map ϕ : G →  [0,1]. 

Definition 3.2. Assume G be a non-empty subset of U. Let ϕ : G →  [0,1] is a map defined as 

ϕ(a) = {
g1 , a ∈ G,                                      

   g₂  , a ∈ G ∖ G, 0 ≤ g₁ ≤ g₂ ≤ 1
 

where g₁, g₂ ∈ [0,1]. The set ϕ is known as fuzzy rough subset of G. 

Definition 3.3. Assume G be rough group over U. A fuzzy rough subset ϕ of G is named a fuzzy rough subgroup 

of G if, for all a, b ∈ G,  
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(i) ϕ(ab)   ≥   min{ϕ(a), ϕ(b)}, 

(ii) ϕ(a⁻¹)   ≥   ϕ(a). 

Proposition 3.4. Assume G be a rough group over U. If ϕ is a fuzzy rough subgroup of G, then: 

(i) ϕ(e)   ≥   ϕ(a), ∀ a ∈ G, 

(ii) ϕ(a⁻¹)  =  ϕ(a), ∀ a ∈  G, 

where e is the identity element of G. 

Proof. (i) Suppose that ϕ be a fuzzy rough subgroup of G, then ϕ(e ) =  μ(aa⁻¹)  ≥  min{ϕ(a), ϕ(a⁻¹)} = ϕ(a) for all 

a ∈  G. Thus ϕ(e)  ≥  ϕ(a). 

(ii) Suppose that ϕ be a fuzzy rough subgroup of G, then ϕ(a) = ϕ((a⁻¹)⁻¹)  ≥  ϕ(a⁻¹)  ≥  ϕ(a) for all a ∈  G. Hence 

ϕ(a⁻¹) = ϕ(a). 

Definition 3.5. Assume G be a rough group over U. A fuzzy rough subgroup ϕ of G is named a fuzzy rough normal 

subgroup of G if 

ϕ(ab ) =  ϕ(ba)   for all  a, b ∈ G. 

Example 3.6. Suppose that U = {a, b, c, d, e} be a universe set with the following multiplication table: 

(⋅) a b c d e 

a a b c d e 

b b a c b b 

c c c c a e 

d d c a d c 

e e d b c e 

A classification of U is U/R = {C₁, C₂, C₃}, where 

C₁ = {a, b}, 

C₂ = {c, d}, 

C₃ = {e}. 

Let G = {b, c, d}, then G = {a, b, c, d}. From Definition 2.4 , G ⊆ U is a rough group. 

For G define ϕ(a) = 1, ϕ(b) =
1 

2  
, ϕ(c) = ϕ(d) =

1  

3  
. Then, from Definition 3.3, ϕ is a fuzzy rough subgroup of G. 

Proposition 3.7. Assume G be a group over U. If ϕ is a fuzzy (normal) subgroup of G, then ϕ is a fuzzy rough 

(normal) subgroup of G. 

Proof. Suppose that G be a group. Then  a, b ∈  G,   ab ∈  G. Since G ⊆ G, ab ∈ G. On the other hand, since ϕ is a fuzzy 

subgroup of G, then from Definition 3.3 we get ϕ is a fuzzy rough subgroup of G. 

Similarly, since ϕ is a fuzzy normal subgroup of G, then from Definition 3.5 we conclude ϕ is a fuzzy rough normal 

subgroup of G. 
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Remark 3.8. Assume G be a group over U. Obviously, G is also a rough group over U. 

Lemma 3.9. Assume G be a rough group over U and G = G. Then G is a group. 

Proof. This is easily obtained from Proposition 19 [16]. 

Proposition 3.10. Assume G be a rough group over U and G = G. If ϕ is a fuzzy rough subgroup of G, then ϕ is a 

fuzzy subgroup of G. 

Proof. Suppose that G be a rough group and G = G. Then, from Lemma 3.9 we get G is a group. Thus a, b ∈  G,

ab ∈ G, and so ϕ: G →  [0,1] is a fuzzy subset of G. Since ϕ is a fuzzy rough subgroup of G, then from Definition 3.3 we 

conclude ϕ is a fuzzy subgroup of G. 

4. Conclusion 

In this study, in the context of group theory a bridge has been established between fuzzy sets and rough sets. 

Fuzzy rough (sub) set, fuzzy rough (normal) subgroups have introduced. In addition, important and basic properties 

of these concepts were examined.  

Conflict of Interest 

The author declares no conflict of interest. 

Funding 

Not applicable. 

References 

[1] Zadeh LA. Fuzzy sets. Inf Control1965; 8: 338-53. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0019-9958(65)90241-X 

[2] Rosenfeld A. Fuzzy groups. J Math Anal Appl. 971; 35: 512-7. https://doi.org/10.1016/0022-247X(71)90199-5 

[3] Das PS. Fuzzy groups and level subgroups. J Math Anal Appl. 1981; 84: 264-9. https://doi.org/10.1016/0022-247X(81)90164-5 

[4] Anthony JM, Sherwood H. A characterization of fuzzy subgroups. Fuzzy Sets Syst. 1982; 7: 297-305. https://doi.org/10.1016/0165-

0114(82)90057-4 

[5] Pawlak Z. Rough sets. Int J Comput Inform Sci. 1982; 11: 341-56. https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01001956 

[6] Iwinski T. Algebraic approach to rough sets. Bull Polish Acad Sci Math. 1987; 35: 673-83. 

[7] Kuroki N, Wang PP. The lower and upper approximations in a fuzzy group. Inf Sci. 1996; 90: 203-20. https://doi.org/10.1016/0020-

0255(95)00282-0 

[8] Cheng W, Mo Z-W, Wang J. Notes on “the lower and upper approximations in a fuzzy group” and “rough ideals in semigroups.” Inf Sci. 

2007; 177: 5134-40. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ins.2006.12.006 

[9] Li F, Zhang Z. The homomorphisms and operations of rough groups. Sci World J. 2014; 2014: 1-6. https://doi.org/10.1155/2014/507972 

[10] Wang Z, Shu L. The lower and upper approximations in a group. Int J Math Comput Sci. 2012; 6: 158-62. 

[11] Wang C, Chen D. A short note on some properties of rough groups. Comput Math Appl. 2010; 59: 431-6. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.camwa.2009.06.024 

[12] Wang C, Chen D, Hu Q. On rough approximations of groups. Int J Mach Learn Cyber. 2013; 4: 445-9. https://doi.org/10.1007/s13042-012-

0108-6 

[13] Biswas R, Nanda S. Rough groups and rough subgroups. Bull Polish Acad Sci Math. 1994; 42: 251-4. 

[14] Miao D, Han S, Li D, Sun L. Rough Group, Rough Subgroup and Their Properties. In: Ślęzak D, Wang G, Szczuka M, Düntsch I, Yao Y, Eds., 

Rough Sets, Fuzzy Sets, Data Mining, and Granular Computing. vol. 3641. Berlin, Heidelberg: Springer; 2005. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/11548669 

[15] Bagirmaz N, Ozcan AF. Rough semigroups on approximation spaces. Int J Algebra. 2015; 9: 339-50. https://doi.org/10.12988/ija.2015.5742 

[16] Bağırmaz N, İçen İ, Özcan AF. Topological rough groups. Topol Algebra Appl. 2016; 4: 31-8. https://doi.org/10.1515/taa-2016-0004 

[17] Li P-Y, Liu W-L, Mou L, Guo Z-F. On separation axioms of topological rough groups. Soft Comput. 2023; 27: 57-61. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s00500-022-07521-x 



Nurettin Bağırmaz  Journal of Advances in Applied & Computational Mathematics, 10, 2023 

 

70 

[18] Pei D. A generalized model of fuzzy rough sets. Int J Gen Syst. 2005; 34: 603-13. https://doi.org/10.1080/03081070500096010 

[19] Liu G, Zhu W. The algebraic structures of generalized rough set theory. Inf Sci. 2008; 178: 4105-13. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ins.2008.06.021 

[20] Kondo M. On the structure of generalized rough sets. Information Sciences. 2006; 176: 589-600. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ins.2005.01.001 

[21] Dubois D, Prade H. Rough fuzzy sets and fuzzy rough sets. Int J General Syst. 1990; 17: 191-209. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/03081079008935107 

[22] Radzikowska AM, Kerre EE. A comparative study of fuzzy rough sets. Fuzzy Sets Syst. 2002; 126: 137-55. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0165-

0114(01)00032-X 

[23] Zhan J, Liu Q. Rough fuzzy (fuzzy rough) strong H-ideals of hemirings. Ital J Pure Appl Math. 2015: 483-96. 

[24] Pan W, Zhan J. Rough fuzzy groups and rough soft groups. Rough fuzzy (fuzzy rough) strong H-ideals of hemirings. Ital J Pure Appl Math. 

2016; 36: 617-28. 

 


